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Drew BEWSHER 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Bachelor of Engineering (Hons), University of Tasmania, 1975. 
Master of Science in Civil Engineering, California Institute of Technology USA, 
1977 

 

AFFILIATIONS: 

Fellow, Institution of Engineers, Australia. 
Past Chairman, Sydney Water Engineering Panel and Western Sydney Water 
Engineering Panel, Institution of Engineers, Australia. 
Member, College of Civil Engineers, Institution of Engineers, Australia. 
Chartered Professional Engineer, NPER-3 Registration 
 

FIELDS OF SPECIAL COMPETENCE 

Thirty years experience in water related projects in Australia, America and South 
East Asia. This work has included floodplain management studies, river 
hydraulics and flood studies, computer modelling, hydrological studies, irrigation 
and salinity modelling, urban drainage investigation and design, water quality 
investigations, dam break studies, environmental planning and environmental 
impact assessment, construction supervision and the project management and 
economic evaluation of water resources projects.  He has also provided expert 
testimony in legal proceedings related to flooding and drainage matters in the 
Supreme Court, District Court, and Land and Environment Court, and other 
tribunals in NSW and elsewhere. 

 

EXPERIENCE 

 1986 to date |  Bewsher Consulting Pty Ltd, NSW, Australia, Director 

Principal responsible for a number of projects including: 

Floodplain Risk Management Studies and Plans for approximately 30 NSW 
councils including those for the Georges River, Mullet/Brooks Creek, 
Fairy/Cabbage Creek, Bowral, Coffs Creek, Camden Haven, Upper Parramatta 
River, Grafton, Lower Clarence River, Tweed River, Gwawley Bay, Prospect 
Creek, Billabong Creek, Berrima, Towradgi Creek, Haslams Creek, Mudgee, 
North Wentworthville, Carlingford, Brickfield Creek, Cabramatta Creek, 
Boundary Creek, Eastern Creek, Narrabri, Scone, Molong and the Paterson 
River. 

Independent technical audits and expert advice associated with hydrologic 
modelling and water resources issues in Australia.  This has included expert 
technical support to the Snowy Water Inquiry and numerous Government 
projects relating to water efficiency savings throughout the Murray-Darling Basin 
including Menindee Lakes, technical auditor of the Murray-Darling Basin 
Commission ‘Cap’ models involving over 20 valley models developed by four 
states and the ACT, expert advice on various projects related to the Murray-
Darling Basin Salinity Management Strategy, expert review of IQQM models and 
environmental flow objectives for the NSW government, expert independent 
assessment of hydrological components of major infrastructure projects and 
EISs,   together with numerous reviews carried out for the private sector. 



 

 Page 2 CV — Drew Bewsher 

Flood risk assessment and computer modelling of flood behaviour for over 500 
projects in urban and rural areas of Australia.  This has included assessment of 
risks to life and property, simulation of flow behaviour using one and two 
dimensional models, stormwater and urban drainage assessments, and 
consideration of a range of related environmental, riparian corridor and water 
quality issues.  

Expert testimony in excess of 30 court proceedings relating to development 
applications, valuation of floodprone land, personal injury claims and other 
issues relating to flooding, hydrology and stormwater drainage issues. 

Policy formulation for floodplain development.  This has included the preparation 
of over 20 Development Control Plans for local councils in NSW to ensure new 
developments meet best practice standards for floodplain management.  The 
scope of these policies has also addressed floodprone caravan parks, on-site 
stormwater detention and a range of broader stormwater management issues.  

Design and management of flooding and drainage infrastructure projects. These 
projects comprise detention basins, major trunk stormwater systems, creek 
rehabilitation, and the civil works associated with numerous floodplain and 
stormwater projects.  
 

 1980 to 1986 |  Sinclair Knight & Partners Pty Ltd, Australia 
 

Specialist Water Engineer working on numerous development, government aid, 
mining and World Bank projects in NSW, Malaysia, and the islands of Sumatra 
and Java in Indonesia. 
 

 1978 to1980 | River Murray Commission, Australia 

Investigation Engineer responsible for modelling of water resources of the 
Murray-Darling Basin, assisting the Executive Engineer with river operations  
and various investigations into the water resources of basin, and the preparation 
of water accounting procedures.  

 

 1977 |  Camp, Dresser & McKee, USA 

Engineering investigations of flood behaviour and river hydraulics in the Los 
Angeles Basin.  
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